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RIBI COMMUNITY SERVICE RG 

CHAIRMAN Peter Dancy SAYS: 
Happy New Year to all District Chairmen, I trust 
that you and yours had a fabulous time over the 
entire festive season. This is the traditional time 
for a brief look back over last year’s activities and 
probably more importantly to look forward to the 
remaining 6 months of the Rotary year and to a 
lesser degree, the year ahead. 

 
Mid Year Review This was well supported by 
the Districts with an overwhelming majority 
liking the more intimacy and involvement that 
the format afforded. More on feedback from 
the four area meetings next month. 
 
Community Service Awards…..a number of 
nominations have been received to date, but, 
we are extending the deadline to Jan 31st for 
any other applications to reach myself for 
consideration by the committee. 
 
RIBI Conference Our stand in the House of 
Friendship gives us the chance to “showcase”  
some of the tremendous work that goes on at 
Club level. We are very keen to promote any 
of your District’s flag ship projects. Please can 
you let me know asap what you think may be 
appropriate, and no later than 31st January. 
 
RIBI Assembly for 2012/13 Traditionally the 
assembly has been the time to receive the RI 
message for the following year and to discuss 
specific projects. Anyone who has any new 
and exciting project they would like to be 
considered for inclusion in 2012-13 also 
submit them to me by 31st Jan 2012. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

As mentioned last month, 
your Community Service 
Resource Group cannot 
stress enough the need to 
keep Clubs informed of 
new ideas, examples of 
good practice and new 
schemes coming to our 

attention. This is very much a 2-way process in 
that the Resource Group needs to be informed 
of new developments so that we can pass them 
on. But the process needs to go further; we 
therefore rely on District C&V Chairmen to 
relay all or part of the content of these 
Community Service Updates to their Clubs. 
 

Literacy 

  
Does your District have a Literacy Officer or 
Group. If so, do they have a modus operandi 
that would help Maire Reeves produce a 
generic “job description”?  
If so, please email a copy to 
maire.m.reeves@gmail.com with a copy to 
lay@mineit.co.uk  
 



 

NOW THE ACTION REALLY STARTS 

 

 
 
Six Months of the current Rotary year remain, 
perhaps the best six months Rotarians will ever 
have to promote their Clubs and what Rotary is all 
about. There won’t be another Olympic Games in 
these islands , nor is it likely that any monarch of 
Great Britain or any President of Ireland will reign 
for 60 years in our lifetime.  
The various RIBI Resource Groups and 
Committees (like them or not), have produced 
mountains of material in advance of these 2 
events.  
It’s now up to Districts, Clubs and individual 
Rotarians to make the most of these events and to 
take advantage of the opportunities for publicity 
and for giving Service to the Community. 
 

 
The Finish Line is still a long way off!!! 

 
 

SERVICE NEWS - REMINDER  
At the recent Mid Year Review, some of you 
said that you are not receiving the Service 
News that is sent out on the 4th Friday of 
every month. If you are not sure you are 
getting it – it’s the orange bordered email! 
Community Service (and Vocational Service) 
each has content – a brief description and 
links to websites for more information. To 
receive it your email address must be 
registered with the RI Global database. Only 
about 66% of email addresses are registered. 
Your Club Secretary is responsible for doing 
this – ask him/her. 
 

 

RIBI ENVIRONMENT AWARDS 
Maybe Christmas and the New Year have got in 
the way. But at the time of producing this 
notice, there hasn’t been a single entry from a 
Club or School for the RIBI Environment Award. 
The awards come with financial awards of £250 

each. PLEASE SPEAK WITH YOUR 
DISTRICT ENVIRONMENT OFFICERS AND 
ADVISE THEM THAT THE DEADLINE IS 31ST 
JANUARY. 

FULL DETAILS ARE SHOWN AT: 
http://www.ribi.org/resources/committees/communit

y-and-vocation/environment-group/environment-

awards-2011 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES 

Aware that a number of District C&V Chairmen 
have been seeking a new RIBI version of the 
Community Service Recognition Certificate, 
subject to the approval of the February General 
Council Meeting, a new Community Service 
Recognition Certificate will be in production and 
distributed to DISTRICT GOVERNORS during 
February.   
Please ask your DG to approve the new 
Certificate so that Clubs can make awards to 
recognise the unsung heroes in our 
communities.  

 

AWARDS - UPDATE 

The relevant awards were discussed at your 
MYR. RIBI has produced a revised “RI and 
RIBI awards December 2011” document which 
can be downloaded from 
http://www.ribi.org/scripts/documents.php?docu
ment_id=3109  
  There appear to be only minor revisions 
including the correction on the Vocational 
Service Award which we referenced in last 
month’s Update. 
  However, it is well worth a look as there are 
some obscure awards that may be appropriate 
to the work that your Rotarians are doing. 

Regarding the RIBI Club Community 
Service Cup: at MYR it was asked if Clubs 
could “team up” where Community Service 
initiatives were a joint effort. The response is: 
“as clubs self nominate for the award then it is 
suggested that clubs who partner each other 
can jointly submit. Provided that they are equal 
partners and accept that the award will be 
named to both of them there should be no 
problem”. 

 



Heads Up – All the dates you need – Do you have any others? 
 
Awards deadline 30 January RIBI Club Community & 

Vocational. Get your Club’s 
submitted applications to Peter 
Dancy. 

Awards deadline 30 January RIBI Rodney Huggins 
Environment Award 

Free Trees deadline 3 Feb For March planting 
Rotary Day 23 February  
Rotary Spring Clean 12 March – 22 April 2012  
Climate Week 12 March 2012  
RIBI Assembly 2012/13 30 March – 1 April 2012  
Earth Hour 31 March 2012 www.earthhour.org/  
RIBI Conference 13-15 April 2012 Bournemouth 

Earth Day 22 April 2012  
Stroke Awareness Day 28th April 2012 “Know your Blood  

                         Pressure Day” 
Eden Big Jubilee Lunch 3 June 2012  
Diamond Jubilee Bank 
Holiday 

Saturday 2 June to 
      Tuesday 5 June 2012 

 

Work for Purpose 2012 Olympic Games Period Paralympic Games Period 
Free trees deadline 5 October 2012 For November planting 

  

“STROKE AWARENESS” OR “KNOW 

YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE DAY” – AND 

SOME!! 

This is now set for Saturday 28th April 2012. 
Updated details will be on the website shortly. 
As in recent years, it is VITAL that Clubs 
planning to be involved with the taking of Blood 
Pressure in the name of Stroke Awareness on 
behalf of the Stroke Association register with 
the Stroke Association for insurance and 
liability purposes. 
Many Clubs have serving or recently retired 
health professionals – it is their expertise that 
could use their Vocational Skills to enhance the 
value of this event. 
You may wish to consider the following: 
Community Health initiatives are high on the 
NHS agenda. One District C&V Chairman has 
had a lengthy paper published in the British 
Journal of Nursing which highlights Rotarian 
involvement in the Black Country with Stroke 
Awareness and “Know your blood pressure 
day”. Three Key Points from the study were: 

a. Health promotion in primary care 
focuses heavily on individual initiating 
change, which is not always effective. 
b. Empowering the community can   
offer an effective way of providing more 
accessible health checks for the general 
public. 

  
 

 
c. Voluntary sector alliances with 
health professionals can generate a 
wealth of valuable screening data.  

 
If Rotary worked in partnership with “Health 
Professionals” such as GPs, Paramedics, First 
Responders, Blood Transfusion Service, Red 
Cross, St John’s Ambulance and the NHS 
Ambulance Trusts, an invaluable Community 
Service would be provided.  
 
A copy of Carol Reilly’s paper, “Driving health 
promotion into the community” published 
recently in the British Journal of Nursing can be 
obtained by email on request to: 
cereilly@ovi.com  
 
Consider also: Donor Cards, Stop Smoking 
information, Loading “In Case of Emergency 
(ICE)” numbers onto Mobile Phones. 
  



 
Fund Raising Draw – Example of 

Best Practice 
A number of Clubs group together (e.g. North 
Devon and East Devon) to set up a ‘Mega Draw’ in 
which the Clubs do all the administration, obtain the 
licence and collect/set prizes (£1,000, £500 etc) 
and print the tickets for an annual draw.  
Tickets can be personalised to the groups and 
organisations taking part and they only have to sell 
the tickets to raise their funds. Last year 100 groups 
in east Devon raised more than £32,000 between 
them in the 2011 draw. 
Further details available via 
aawoolley@yahoo.co.uk in D1170. 
 

ROTARY SPRING CLEAN 

12th March – 22nd April 2012 
 
A separate ROTARY SPRING CLEAN 
TOOLBOX will be on its way to you, your 
District Governor and your District 
Environment Officer (DEN) very shortly. 
It contains a Mountain of hints, tip, contacts 
and advice as to how to get your Clubs 
involved in this scheme. 
Please ensure that it is passed to every 
Club Community (& Vocational)) Chairmen 
so that no one has reason to say “We didn’t 
know about it!” 
 

Does your own home need a 
Springclean?  

 
When did you last thin out your CDs and 
DVDs?  Did you know that you can raise funds 
from your old CDs and DVDs at 
www.musicmagpie.co.uk or at 
www.cashbee.co.uk. The latter site also offers 
cash for old mobile phones and DVD-based 
games.  In addition, Cashbee supports a 
number of charities through which you can 
choose to donate the proceeds from unwanted 
items. 
Alternatively, you could donate the proceeds to 
the Rotary Foundation or your own favourite 
charity. 

 
NEXT MONTH 

Resilience Update. 
The great plastic bottle top project! 

There’s money to be made for Charity! 
PLUS 

Whatever YOU wish to tell others about 
Community Service in your District. 

 

 

The Eden Big Jubilee Lunch 
Sunday 3 June 2012 

 

www.thebiglunch.com  
 

 
 

 
The biggest 

Community event in 
the world - endorsed 

by Buckingham 
Palace. 

 
As previously advised, the 
fourth annual Big Lunch will 

fall on the same weekend as the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee. If your Club would like to 
celebrate and commemorate the Queen’s 60 
year reign you could organise a Big Jubilee 
Lunch! 

 
The beauty of The Big Lunch is that people 
themselves decide everything about their own 
event. The venue can be wherever you want 
or have space; the theme whatever you fancy 
- food and people are the key ingredients. For 
example, if you want to raise money for 
charity, do it, if you want to play music feel 
free (just so long as other neighbours are 
happy!). You can close your road if you fancy 
a big street party or use a local park for a 
small community BBQ - it really is up to you. 
 
For some Tips and Tricks contact Maire 
Reeve from D1110 who has organised a Big 
Lunch for the last three years. 
 

SHARING BEST PRACTICE 
If you have a project or scheme that you want 
to tell everyone else about, please send details 
to tony@parrini.co.uk  
 


