
 
 
 
 
 

 
am very pleased to report that this month the purse of the Classroom Box project has recorded 
huge swell following donations received from some well-meaning clubs and kind individuals. 
While the International Service Committee is immensely grateful for the wonderful support 

received so far, it is important to state that there is still a long way to go in order to deliver the project on 
time and on budget. Nonetheless, it is my hope as I continue to visit various clubs together with members 
of my team, that pledges made towards the scheme would be redeemed. We shall of course provide an 
interim report by the end of the third quarter and see what further work may be needed. I will continue to 
stress that… ‘there cannot be enough price on education’. Please click here to know more and donate. 

 

 Spotlight on the ‘Gift of Sight’ Project  
We would like to share the 
commendable partnership 
between RIGBI and Rotary 
Guildford Eye Project (RGEP) 
in their effort to raise 
US$2,000,000 for the ‘Gift of 
Sight’ project which will be 
delivered through a series of 
Global Grants. 
 

The ‘Desperate Need’ 
It is estimated that there are 
up to 650 million individuals 
worldwide who are too poor 
to access solutions to a 
variety of sight problems. 
Within this number are up to 
50 million who are need 
surgical procedures, typically 
cataract operations.  
 

The response ‘Gift of Sight’  
To raise US$2,000,000 over 
three years by Rotary Clubs 
and Districts in Britain and 
Ireland (RIBI) and the 
Guildford Rotary Eye Project 

(GREP) working together organising the equipping of new Rotary 
hospitals dedicated to restoring eyesight to the avoidable blind and 
funding 30,000 cataract operations through Global Grants. These 
hospitals will be in Bangladesh, Kenya and India. GREP is very 
experienced in equipping hospitals and treating the avoidable blind 
through initially Matching Grants and more recently through Global 
Grants.  The project’s cost base is very low because virtually all involved 

are volunteers, primarily Rotarians. The administration charges will be a 
maximum of 0.5% 
The US$2,000,000 will fund: 

1. The equivalent of ten new Rotary hospitals with equipment in 
countries ranging from Bangladesh, Kenya and India and assist 
a small number of existing smaller hospitals with additional 
equipment as they acquire their own larger freehold premises. 

2. Provide bus/ambulances where needed for both new and 
expanding existing hospitals 

3. Provide funding for a total of approximately 30,000 cataract 
operations for both new and expanding existing hospitals. 

4. Provide training of eye surgeons at new hospitals as required. 
Governance: 
As with all Global Gants RI are extremely strict on all aspects of the 
projects from planning, obtaining estimates, sight of final accounts and 
reporting. This strict governance is very reassuring to Clubs and Districts. 
Sustainability: 
The Rotary Guildford Eye Project has supervised the building and 
equipping of numerous Eye Hospitals and has developed a sustainable 
programme whereby the eye operations are free to the desperately 
poor but they also perform operations on those who can pay, be it a 
small sum. They give ongoing support whilst the hospital becomes self-
funding a process that can take up to five years.   
The Support: 

1. GREP will supply leaflets for Clubs and Districts. 
2. GREP will supply speakers for Clubs, Districts Conferences and 

District gatherings. 
3. GREP will have a dedicated central bank account for this project 

which they will administer. This would enable quarterly reports 
for each District. 

4. RIBI will have a page on its web site for this project to enable 
clubs to gain information.  

For more information, visit www.guildfordrotaryeyeproject.org 

It’s not every day that Rotarians get to meet an RI President! 

During his trip to the US last December, president Raj hadn’t 

included an audience with the RI president John Germ in his 

itinerary.  This was at the special celebrations to mark the 

wonderful work of The Rotary Foundation (TRF) which would’ve left 

an $85 hole in the attendee’s pocket.  As part of the event, special 

commemoration memorabilia were placed on offer to the highest 

bidder.  Anyone could be sure that Raj was going to throw his hat 

into the ring when it was announced there was a visitor from RIGBI 

in the room who incidentally was our own Rotary in London D1130 

member Raj. President John Germ immediately requested to meet 

with him to pass on his good wishes to all Rotarians in the UK.  

John Germ was said to have been so pleased that he presented 

Raj with free memorabilia and it gets better…  he accepted to visit 

the Rotary Club of Wembley in April. We therefore felicitate with 

president Raj on his successful tour.     
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Contact our Committee 
 

Shelterbox: Shirley Kirk 
shirleykirk@gmail.com 

Health & Hunger: Trevor Johnson 
teenjay79@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Suresh Bharwaney 
suresh.bharwaney@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Tony Sharma 
tonysharma99@gmail.com 

Save a Child’s Heart: Walter Felman 
walterfelman@aol.com 

Int’l Celebrations: Vincento Maini 
vincento.maini@db.com 

Int’l Aid: Selvadurai Shanthakumar 
shanthakumar23@gmail.com 

Pain Clinic: Hardev Coonar 
hscoonar@hotmail.com 

Recycling Projects: Adrian Faiers 
protection@rotaryinlondon.org 

Clean Water: Alok Agrawal 
alok@agrawal.me.co.uk 

Mary’s Meals: Peter Bradley 
peterbradley@madafish.com 

Peace Envoys: Francis Uwaechi 
international@rotaryinlondon.org 

 
 

 

We aim to celebrate success stories in international service. If you have an experience you would like to share, then please get in touch with us. 
Contact Francis Uwaechi our district chairperson via email: international@rotary.org 

 
 

And finally, when President Raj Pillay of Wembley Rotary Club met the                      
Rotary International President John Germ… 
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