
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 The Commonwealth comprises 53 countries most of which were under British rule. The relationship is 
mainly at intergovernmental level covering areas such as Peace, Good Governance, Education and 
Sociocultural exchange. In many respects, the Commonwealth shares similar interests with Rotary. In 
recent years, cooperation has continued to grow. Last April, the biennial Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting CHOGM was held here in the city of London – its headquarters, close to our own 
Rotary in London office. I took the opportunity to visit a couple of the symposia and was convinced that 
there is a lot to gain with our mutual collaboration. District Governor Mike is keen on this initiative, 
volunteers wishing to work on ideas should get in touch with our Peace Chairperson Sree Vallipuram. 

   

A Simple Guide to doing an International Project  
Many clubs in our 
district undertake 
international projects. 
There are however 
others who have not 
done much in this 
area of 
service. This 
could be due 
to an array of 
reasons; lack 
of ideas, lack 
of funds or 
even lack of 
interest. This 

article 
provides a 
snapshot of 
the process. 
An international project 
is one that involves 
efforts from Rotarians in 
more than one country. 
For instance, a project 

executed between a club in Wales and another in England 
would count as an international service project and could 
take many forms: hands-on volunteering, facilitating a 
venture, making a financial contribution towards a good 
cause, partnering with other clubs or organizations etc. 
          Conducting an international project will typically 
involve five stages. 1.) Conduct a needs assessment: This 
can be split further into two, A) External assessment to 
consult with a wide range of community members. B) Club 
assessment to measure the interest and capability of                                                                                 

members to take on the task.   2.) Choose a project: In doing 
so and perhaps hoping to make a global grants application, 
check that the choice covers one or more of Rotary’s six 
areas of focus – (i) Peace and Conflict 
Prevention/Resolution (ii) Disease Prevention and 
Treatment (iii) Water and Sanitation (iv) Maternal and Child 

Health (v) Basic 
Education and 
Literacy (vi) 
Economic and 

Community 
Development. 

3.) Plan: This 
will detail setting 
the goal, 
developing a 
timed work plan 
(Who will do 
what and by 

when?), developing a budget (How much will it cost?) and 
considered thought for liability and general data protection 
regulation. 4.) Action: How will funds be raised? How will the 
project be implemented? – (Hands-on volunteering? 
Through a third party?). Promote your project, tell everyone 
about it! 5.) Evaluation: Keep a comprehensive project 
report file to assess what went well and what can be 
improved for future projects. 
          Remember that timescales for the various grants your 
club can access for projects are tight. Check these well 
ahead of time to avoid disappointments. Finally, always 
make your project count by sharing it through the right 
channel; media coverage and online tools are very 
important, not forgetting Rotary Showcase, Rotary Ideas 
and Rotary Club Central. 

         
                             

 

 

 

 

Ré Johnson of the Rotary Club of Battersea Park writes… Syria is very much in the news, and on our minds at this 
time.  On behalf of the Rotary Club of Battersea Park, I would like to extend an invitation to you to join us for a talk by 
Diana Darke, author and authority on Syria, at Battersea Power Station on 10th May, 2018. We are also privileged to have 
Rihab Azar, a London Syrian Oud player, who will play for us.  The evening will cost £15 and this will include wine and 
canapés. 
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Contact our Committee 
 

Shelterbox: Shirley Kirk 
shirleykirk0@gmail.com 

Health & Hunger: Trevor Johnson 
teenjay79@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Suresh Bharwaney 
suresh.bharwaney@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Tony Sharma 
tonysharma99@gmail.com 

Save a Child’s Heart: Walter Felman 
walterfelman@aol.com 

Int’l Celebrations: Vincento Maini 
vlmaini@gmail.com 

Int’l Aid: Selvadurai Shanthakumar 
shanthakumar23@gmail.com 

Pain Clinic: Hardev Coonar 
hscoonar@hotmail.com 

Recycling Projects: Adrian Faiers 
protection@rotaryinlondon.org 

Clean Water: Alok Agrawal 
alok@agrawal.me.uk 

Mary’s Meals: Peter Bradley 
peterbradley4450@gmail.com 

Peace: Michelle Adeyinka 
michelleadeyinka@yahoo.com 

 

 

Rotary Club of Battersea Park – SYRIAN EVENING Thursday 10th May 2018 

 
International Projects foster peace and understanding 

We aim to celebrate success stories in international service. If you have an experience you would like to share, please get in touch with us. 
Contact Francis Uwaechi our district chairperson via email: international@rotaryinlondon.org 
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