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The International Children’s Assembly “Rotary Banner of Peace”  
Host city: Sofia, Bulgaria 

Date: 10th - 17th of August 2018 
 

The world in the 21st century needs more than ever, better understanding 
 between people and countries. 
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Introduction 
Friendship, Love and Compassion are the best weapons we can use to help promote 
PEACE in the world. This begins from childhood when children are nurtured through proper 
upbringing and education to become better human beings and good friends. Children should 
not be exposed to hatred and negative propaganda which create hostilities and wars. They 
need to be exposed to various cultures and values so as to develop a deeper understanding 
and mutual respect of the various groups of people who co-exist on this planet 
 
Up to 1989 in Sofia, in the capital of Bulgaria, four International Children's Assemblies 
"Banner of Peace" (a festival of children's art under the auspices of UNESCO) had taken 
place. More than 4,000 children from around the world participated. The last Assembly 
achieved the outstanding record of welcoming participants from 138 countries.                                                                               
 

The symbols of Peace in Sofia, Bulgaria, dedicated to children – Peace Bells 

The Kambanite (The Bells) monument and park, dedicated to children all over the world. This 

monument was erected by Lyudmila Zhivkova, the daughter of the former head of state 

Todor Zhivkov. She was a respected patron of the arts and culture who established the 

monument through the "Banner of Peace" organization with support from UNESCO. 

 

Kambanite Monument in Sofia, Bulgaria - https://youtu.be/oGj98Q7IPhc 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyudmila_Zhivkova
https://youtu.be/oGj98Q7IPhc
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The park is made up of a circular pattern of bells donated by different countries. There is a 

concrete tower at the centre of the circle which holds seven more bells and these bells 

represent the seven continents.  

Since the end of the Communist era, the monument and park became neglected over the 

years until Zhivkova's daughter (also a fashion designer) started a campaign to restore it.   

Today many of the original bells are missing, but there are still signs of a bygone era: there 

are bells from Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, the USSR and both the German Democratic 

Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany. There are also bells from North and South 

Korea, Syria, Angola, China, Thailand, Nicaragua, Zimbabwe and many other countries 

around the globe. The bell of Bulgaria is 1300 kg, commemorating 1300 years of Bulgarian 

history in 1981. There are 91 Peace Bells now, including some new additions – the bells, 

donated by Pope John Paul II, the Atlantic Club of Bulgaria and Israel. 

 

The Proposal: 

An International Children’s Assembly  called the Rotary Banner of Peace is to be organised 

every two years for seven days in July. This biannual event will be hosted by different 

countries, starting from Sofia, Bulgaria. As Bulgaria has hosted previous successful 

children's assemblies, it would make a good host country in which to relaunch this event.  

The hosting country would also serve as the world’s Children’s Capital for the next two years. 

London, UK, would be the next host country and it would as a joint partner with Bulgaria in 

this project.  

Every two years, the world’s Children’s Capital will rotate between countries and continents 

as a different country steps forward to host the biannual Rotary Banner of Peace Assembly. 

Gifted and talented children as well as disadvantaged children from different countries who 

are from different religions, races and backgrounds will get the opportunity to come together 

to play, sing, draw pictures, cite poems, win competitions, discuss and become symbols of 

unity, creativity and beauty in the name of the world peace. They will have a very enjoyable 

time and start to form long lasting friendships 

 

Benefits: 

1] Build lasting friendships across borders by fostering respect and mutual understanding 

through integration and participation; 

2] Focus on young Children (ages 10-14 years) with open minds to broaden their horizons, 

to participate in peace building workshops; 

3] Building trust and confidence in the youth of today who will become leaders of tomorrow. 
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The Participants: 

350 children, 100 of whom will be Bulgarian children and 100 adults for a period of seven 

days. 

 

The Peace Education Programme: 

1. To prepare Peace Education and Training Materials 

 Invite Speakers and Guests who are involved in Peace Building activities. Eventually 

invite Nobel Peace Prize winners to speak; 

 Peace Fellows to be involved in the organising of the event and invite them to 

participate and lead the Peace educational and training process; 

 Contact Rotary Interact - involve them, invite them and seek their support at ICA, ask 

them to help the participating children, so that when these children return back to 

their countries, they are able to start organising Rotary Interact at their schools; 

 Split the participating children in groups of 10, based on their interests and 

achievements in different areas. Observe their activities and interactions as well as 

success at the peace education and training workshops. Future activities to be 

monitored and supported by Rotary Interact. 

2. Begin to establish the Rotary International Children's Peace Park at “The Peace Bells” 

Monument in Sofia. 

 Invite the Rotary Guardians of the participating children, whose countries’ bells are 

missing to send them - could be done with the help of the Rotary Districts in 

respective countries; 

 Build camps and picnic facilities in the Park for children from all over the world to use 

and organise for events in the future; 

 Plant trees in the Park - one for each participating child,  as a symbol of peace 

and friendship; 

 Set up a covered stage for future children's peace performances.    

3. The participating children's guardians & parents, Rotarians and the other local Rotary 

Leaders, e.g. Club Presidents, District Governors, etc., will assess and foster sustainable 

initiatives to enable the returning child participants to start Interact clubs in their schools and  

to visit other schools and children’s groups to spread awareness of the Rotary Banner of 

Peace. The sponsoring Rotary Clubs would 

 Monitor the establishment of future Rotary Interact Clubs in the participating 

children’s respective schools; 



International Children’s  Assembly 

Rotary Banner of Peace 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                     

Humanity is our business      

 Facilitate the dialogue across borders among the participating children, organise 

future exchanges of peace training and peace events in different countries; 

 Create a database of all the participants who will continue to be in touch amongst 

themselves, and will be contacted on a regular basis by the Members of the 

National Rotary Peace Committees from the participating countries; 

 Set up a dedicated website, which is to be maintained and managed after the event. 

Social media will be integrated within the site where the children can share their 

experiences via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc. 

4. Prepare memorabilia for participating children 

 Rotary Peace keeper trophy with Certificate, commemorating the participation at the 

Assembly; 

 Rotary Peace Flag for every participant; 

 Rotary Peace Medals with Certificates for the winners in different categories. 
 

The Peace Harmony Programme: 

For one day the Bulgarian Parliament will be converted to host the International 

Children’s Parliament for celebrating World Peace. The day will be devoted to a peace 

assembly, where the children will be given topics to discuss in the style of the United Nations 

and send an Appeal for Peace in the World to the United Nations. They will elect their own 

Chairman, who will send the Appeal to the UN. 

Observers will include UNESCO Director General, RI President, Rotary District 

Governors and Clubs Presidents, Bulgarian and International Politicians and 

Dignitaries. 

Over a two day Period, the children will participate in excursions to interesting sites and 

monuments and enjoy evening entertainment such as friendship evenings, puppet shows, 

musical performances, meetings with famous children’s authors. 

Over the last two days, the participating children who have completed the Educational Peace 

Program and Training Workshops will be involved in practical and engaging events such as 

singing, dancing, painting, drawing, acting, pantomime, sports – all which would be dedicated 

to peace. 

The Draft Budget  

A fully costed draft budget has been drawn up.  
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Funding : (The Launch of the Rotary Banner for Peace in Sofia, Bulgaria). 

1] Air Travel and Accommodation to be paid for by the Rotary clubs which are sponsoring the 

participants. 

2] Host City and corporate sponsors will contribute to the overall Security and Local 

Transport. The state has confirmed full support of the event. 

3 Doctor Rotarians will volunteer to contribute to First Aid and Medical Assistance. 

4] Global Grant application has District level support and discussions have begun with 

Rebecca Crall at RI to determine the best route for this application to proceed.   

5] Registration fees will be minimal and will help to fund any shortfall. Any excess will roll 

over to the next Assembly in London in 2020. 

The Organising British BulgarianTeam : 

1] Nellie Stefanova, President Elect 2018/2019 President, Rotary Club of Greenwich, UK 

2] Tony Sharma, District Governor 2019/20, District 1130 London, UK 

3] Desislava Doncheva, President  Rotary Club of Sofia Centre, Bulgaria 

4] Mihail Tachev, Chair of Rotary International District Committee, Bulgaria 

5] Emil Kozev, District Governor  District 2482 Bulgaria,  

 
Action Plan & Time lines 
 
1] Obtain approval by the Rotary Club of Greenwich to be involved in the project and to put it 
to the District Governor. 
Agreed and approved both by the members of the Rotary Club of Greenwich and by 
the Immediate Past District Governor Helen Antoniou and District Governor Michael 
Hodge. 
 
2] Obtain approval by the Rotary Club Sofia – Centre and the District Governor of 2482, 
including 18 zones and 85 Rotary Clubs, 15 of which are based in Sofia. These clubs will 
play a very active role, including volunteering activities. 
Agreed and approved by the Rotary Club Sofia –Centre and by the Immediate Past 
District Governor Dimitar Dimitrov and by the Disctrict Governor Emil Kozev 

 
3] Set up joint British Bulgarian Committee of Peace to help the host Rotary Club to organise 
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the Assembly, assisted by national charities, schools and volunteers.           
In the process of organising. 
 
4] Present the project to UNESCO to arrange the Assemblies to be organised under its 
patronage as per the previous ones, relying also on organisation's general assistance                                                                                                         
Approval received in principle - In the process of arranging meeting with Irina Bokova, 
Director General of UNESCO. 
 
5] Present the project formally to the Bulgarian Government, the Presidency, Municipality of 
Sofia, Ministries and other organisations, who will be involved  
Organised project presentations to the Presidency, Municipality of Sofia, Ministry of 
Interior, Ministry of Culture, The Agency of Children’s Protection, The Union of the 
Bulgarian Artists, and National High Schools. 
 
6] Apply for a Rotary Global Grant. 
Approved and agreed Grant in principal by Rotary District 1130, Foundation 
Committee 2017/2018. 
The Application will be completed once the project is in place with all necessary 
agreements and planning requirements and MOU signed by the supporting 
organisations.                  
 
Prepared by: 
Nellie Stefanova , MSc 
President Elect 2017/2018 of Rotary Club of Greenwich 
nellies51@gmail.com; m: 07411162769; 0208 3106216 
 
 
Reference: 
 
Due to its great success, the Assembly “Banner of Peace” was declared by the United 
Nations in 1987 as ‘THE MESSENGER OF PEACE’. 

Watch a sample video of the event on you tube using the link   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rv_F1kz1lvE 
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