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The first edition of our newsletter is a welcome tool for any
Rotarian interested in the Environment. 

My Group can publicise programmes and activities to give clubs
an opportunity to get involved in this area which is so funda-
mental to our planet�s existence in its present form.

PDG Malcolm Whittley is to be thanked for taking on the 
editorship. Please let him have your comments, ideas and infor-
mation at malcolmwhittley@yahoo.co.uk.

Rodney P Huggins
Chairman of the RIBI Environment Group

NewsletterNewsletter

The RIBI Environment Group has been set up to develop
programmes which:

§ Build awareness amongst Rotarians and within their own local
communities

§ Encourage and support individual Rotarians and clubs into taking
appropriate action to reduce their impact on the environment.

The RIBI Environment Group will help Rotarians and their clubs to
understand the problems that we face, and find solutions to combating
the biggest environmental threat confronting everyone on the planet.

Rotary can play a vital role not only in educating people, but in making
sure that individually and collectively, we take responsibility for global
warming, and change the way we live today, for the sake of our chil-
dren and grandchildren tomorrow.

Virtually everything we do has an impact on the environment, and it
can have a positive or negative effect on our lives and the lives of 
others around the globe. WE MUST ACT NOW!

HAVE YOU READ our Leaflet?

ROTARY AND THE ENVIRONMENT:
What Rotarians & Their Families Can Do
To Make A Difference

If you have NOT already seen it, then we
recommend you download a copy. It is
packed with lots of practical ideas which
you can adopt to reduce your imact on the
environment. Go to:

http://www.swaffhamrotary.org.uk/docu-
ments/ribi_environment_leaflet_final.pdf
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In this issue:

§ Welcome
§ Environment Group Objectives
§ The Sustainability Trust
§ District Environment Officers
§ Greenhouse Gas Emissions
§ Best Practice Guidelines
§ Earth�s Depleted Resources
§ Committee Contact Details

Questions / Feedback?
Contact the Editor: Malcolm Whittley
malcolmwhittley@yahoo.co.uk

RIBI ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Welcome to Our FIRST EDITION

ROTARY and the ENVIRONMENT
Our Aims and Objectives:

Bi-MonthlyBi-Monthly

RIBI Environment Group

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE



As a result of viewing HRH Prince Charles' introductory
video to visitors at Highgrove, Malcolm Whittley
realised that HRH and Rotary shared the same philoso-
phy regarding the Environment.

Following an RIBI Environment Committee meeting, David
Brown and Malcolm Whitley met Michael Davies at
Clarence House to explore the possibility of future co-
operation between Prince Charles' projects, and Rotary's
efforts to promote Environmental awareness for mutual
gain.

The main thrust of HRH's efforts are concentrated on
START which is a public/private NGO partnership
launched by The Prince of Wales, designed to help people
across the UK lead more sustainable lives. It aims to
demonstrate what a more energy efficient, cleaner and
healthier future could look like, and how we can all make
a start. START encompasses SEVEN main areas of focus:

1.  Food and Growing
2.  Lifestyle
3.  Sourcing and Recycling
4.  Work and Finance
5.  Energy and Water
6.  Skills and Learning
7.  Travel and Transport

It is backed by many of the UK's leading businesses.

At the meeting at Clarence House, we outlined the role
and structure of RIBI, referring to our Environmental
Award Scheme, Environmental talks given to clubs on

We are pleased to announce that Bob Parfitt (who is
also a member of the RIBI Community and Vocational
Resource Group), will be driving a new environmental
campaign to collect litter across the UK. 

Known as �The Rotary Spring Clean Campaign� it will be
run and promoted throughout RIBI during 2012, and all
Rotarians and Rotary Clubs are invited to join in. This is a
very practical �hands on� campaign delivering immediate
results.  Here are a few reasons why we need to act: 

1. 2.5 million pieces of litter are dropped each day in the UK 
2. The annual clean-up cost across the RIBI area alone is

estimated to be around £950 million
3. Litter kills animals and wildlife, and contaminates the

environment.

So what can Rotary clubs do? Organise teams of litter
picking volunteers, contact the local council, borrow
equipment, seek publicity, enlist the help of the public,

RIBI Com/Voc Resource Group
The Rotary Spring Clean Campaign:

key issues, our global Rotary Club Project �The
Sustainability Trust�, and our extensive work with
young people. We pointed out that Rotary has much
influence within UK communities, so a partnership with
START could be mutually beneficial in promoting sus-
tainable behaviour.  We discussed areas where there
could be collaboration between RIBI and START, and it
was felt that our work with young people and schools
would be most beneficial.

START could explore the potential for educational ini-
tiatives which could be run by Rotary Clubs for their
local schools, and it could also promote specific Rotary
educational projects. See http://www.startuk.org.
Rotary could promote the START "Cool it Schools" com-
petitions, and the Ellen Macarthur Foundation which
also works towards promoting a sustainable future.

Since that initial meeting, we have been in contact
with Michael Davies about an initiative called "Start
Imagining", where as many of the 27,000 schools in the
UK will be encouraged to start imagining the benefits
of re-using material in a fun, creative and engaging
way. It will be organised in conjunction with �Cool it
Schools�, Freecycle and Craft Clubs. 

It is hoped that this initiative will be discussed by the
DENs at their subsequent District Environmental
meetings, along with a scheme called �Jungle Fever�
which is being promoted by Jane Langley of �Cool it
Schools� (who wishes to talk to Rotary about such
schemes).

PDG Malcolm Whittley 
RIBI Environment Group

RIBI and HRH PRINCE CHARLES
Environment Initiative:
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ROADSIDE LITTER
- a scene repeated across the UK!

and work in partnership with organisations such as
DEFRA, the CPRE and Keep Britain Tidy.

Our efforts will also bring about additional benefits;
our local environment will improve, and it will raise
the profile of Rotary within local communities. Rotary
will be seen as being more proactive and this in turn
may attract potential new members. Please lend this
campaign your full support and look out for details. 



 
LINK YOUR CLUB into a growing inter-
national group of Rotarians, by clicking
on the red button at:
www.thesustainabilitytrust.org
Find out what other clubs are doing,
and join over 750 club contacts who
have already registered.

BECOME PART OF A MOVEMENT to
get all Rotarians involved in making
our planet sustainable for future
generations.

THE SUSTAINABILITY TRUST

ROTARIANS FOR SUSTAINABILITY & CARBON REDUCTION

The Sustainability Trust is a global
project supported by participating
Rotary Clubs.

We are living in a way that will leave an
impossible legacy for our grandchildren.
The facts show that the 6.9 billion
inhabitants of our home in the Universe
currently use the resources of 1.4 plan-
et Earths to support our lifestyle.

As developing nations such as China,
India and Brazil lift their living stan-
dards, by 2030 we will need the
resources of two planet Earths to sus-
tain the increased use of resources.
That solution is not available to the
human race and the consequences of
competing for scarce resources will lead
to extreme conflict.

Professor Paul Rogers, past principal of
the Bradford Peace Scholar programme
said: "If we do not prevent the excesses
of climate change, we will be bequeath-

ing to our children a world of severe
insecurity, if not chaos, and it will be
our generation that will be blamed".

So what are Rotarians doing about it?
Since 2007, 12 Founding Member Clubs
from 6 continents have joined forces to
provide the funding for The
Sustainability Trust (an internet-based
project which originated in Sheffield
UK). The aim is to get all 34,000 Clubs
connected to an online database that
provides ideas, advice, best-practice,
education and support to encourage sus-
tainability in all our Rotary projects, our
own lives, communities and businesses.

The ultimate objective is to involve all
1.22m Rotarians in projects designed to
create a sustainable planet Earth. Clubs
and individuals can support the project
in a range of ways, from signing up for
monthly emails, to becoming a US$100
Sustaining Member, through to joining
an exclusive group of Gold 50 members.

RIBI is divided into 29 Districts and each District
has appointed a DEN (DEN to distinguish
between DEO (District Executive Officer or
District Extension Officer).

The list of DENs is too long to include in this
newsletter, but a comprehensive list is available
from RIBI; call them and ask to speak to Louise.

DENs will be meeting at regular intervals in
each region. Dates, times and venues will be
announced as soon as details are available.

USEFUL LINKS:

§ Rotary CO2 Offset Trust
www.co2offsettrust.org

§ Ellen Mcarthur Foundation
www.ellenmcarthurfoundation.org

§ The Sustainability Trust
www.thesustainabilitytrust.org

§ Cool It Schools
www.coolitschools.com/talk

§ RIBI Environment Group
www.ribi.org/about-us/environment

The Sustainability Trust Meets ShelterBox
in New Orleans, USA

EMISSIONS RISE BY 3%
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Increase:
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RIBI APPOINTS DENs
29 New District
Environment Officers:

A failure to cut Greenhouse gases last year
shows the Government has not delivered the
�step change� needed to tackle climate change
it was warned in a report issued on the 20th
June 2011 by the Committee on Climate
Change.

It said emissions rose by 3% last year. There
needs to be a significant acceleration in relevant measures if the UK
is to meet its targets to cut carbon emissions.

Committee Chief Executive David Kennedy said: �We are below the
level of the budget in 2010 because there was a very big emissions
reduction in 2009. That reduction was due to the recession, not
because we�ve started doing things fundamentally differently.�



NEED MORE INFORMATION? Please speak to your
Rotary District Environment Officer (DEN), or contact RIBI
direct using the details shown below:

RIBI, Kinwarton Road, Alcester, Warwickshire, B49 6PB, UK
Tel: 01789 765411 Fax: 01789 765570
Email: environment@ribi.org
Visit: www.ribi.org

Rodney Huggins -  Chairman
RC Lodden Bale
Past RI President
PDG 1090
ROD2H@aol.com

Bob Parfitt
RC Wellingborough Hatton
RIBI Community & Vocational Resource
Group
Environment Liaison Member
District 1070
Ludbob@tesco.net

Colin Dewsnap
RC Christchurch
PDG and DEN 1110
c.dewsnap@ntlworld.com

Owen Durrett
RC Rushmoor
District 1140
owen.durrett@ntlworld.com

Terry Knowles
RC Harrogate
PDG 1040
teruna2@aol.com

Peter Moralee
RC Bretby
DEN 1220
peter_moralee@tiscali.co.uk

Bob Thurlby
RC Hitchin Mimram
District 1260
bob@thurlby.me.uk

Malcolm Whittley
RC Swaffham
PDG 1080
malcolmwhittley@yahoo.co.uk

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

RIBI ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Committee Members:
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ENVIRONMENTAL BEST PRACTICE
Guidelines for District Team:

1. Use e-mail for written communications where possible both
for communications between team members and with 
clubs.

2. Encourage clubs to communicate by e-mail and to move
away from letters in envelopes. Encourage the publication
of e-mail addresses in district directories.

3. Establish a pattern of communicating directly with club
officers (copying to presidents and secretaries where
appropriate) rather than going through secretaries.

4. Only print when genuinely required. Where printed papers
are required, print double-sided wherever possible.

5. Hold some meetings by e-mail. The disciplines required will
be different but it can be done and can be time saving.

6. Lift share to meetings where possible. Make an effort to
make it happen. Appoint one person on the committee to
co-ordinate the transport arrangements. Where multiple
meetings are held at a single location at the same time try
to co-ordinate across meetings.

7. Enable Rotary officers to produce Rotary stationery on their
own PCs rather than having to use pre-printed stationery.

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

� Keep this newsletter, inform others, or pass it onto someone else
� Print on 100% recycled paper � Recycle at your paper bank

Population growth is not the big issue here. The real
problem is that we�re becoming wealthier and
consuming exponentially more resources.

Professor Will Steffen
(Australian National University)
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13335683“

EARTH’S DEPLETED RESOURCES


