
 
 
 
 
 

 
e were devastated by the harrowing news of the earthquake in Italy last August. In true 
commitment to selfless humanity, Rotary I am pleased to observe was one of the earliest service 
organisations to arrive on the scene.  Our prayers and thoughts remain with our brothers and 

sisters affected by this tragedy.  It is my hope that we will continue to support them generously. Efforts 
are still ongoing to bring some relief to the affected communities.  There is still time to forward your 
donations across, please get in touch with Shirley Kirk who is our committee’s liaison for Shelterbox as 
soon as possible. She is also able to advise on what is further needed. Nothing is too little. 

 

 
Rtn. Walter Felman reflects on the good work of        

Save a Child’s Heart 
The work of Save a 
Child’s Heart carried 
out by a surgical team 
in an Israeli hospital 
aims to combat the 
unnecessary deaths of 
millions of children 
from the poorer 
countries of the world 
who are born with 
heart disease.  Their 
unique method is to 
train surgical teams 
from these countries in 
the skills needed to 
carry out open heart 
surgery on very young 
children, a procedure 

so fraught with the risk of high mortality that many cardiac 
teams are reluctant to attempt it.  In the past twenty years, 

they have trained over 100 medical professionals from 
China, the Congo, Ethiopia, Georgia, Kenya, Moldova, 
Nigeria, the Palestinian Authority, Romania, Russia, 
Tanzania and Vietnam.    
                Where it is not possible for children to be                                                                                                                                                                                        
treated locally, they are brought to Israel, where over 4000 
children from 52 countries of the world have received life-
saving surgeries free of charge.    Because of geography, not 
politics; half of that number are from Israel’s neighbours – 
Gaza and the West Bank, Iraq, Syria and Jordan.  Children 
are treated regardless of race, religion, or ability to pay.  
Most of the Israeli board of Save a Child’s Heart are 
Rotarians.  There are two active Rotarian trustees of Save a 
Child’s Heart UK.  This is Rotary in action — ”The 
advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and 
peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of service.”                                                                                                                       
Rotary is assisting in combating so many killer diseases of 
children, help make Congenital Heart Disease a thing of the 
past.  Please contact us to support this wonderful initiative.  

 

  
 
 

riday the 19th of August was not an auspicious day weather-wise in West London.  Dark clouds, a cool 
breeze and intermittent drizzle greeted guests at the Emslie Horniman Park.  However, that did not 
dampen the spirits of Chelsea Rotarians – there to make and serve sandwiches and drinks for children 

of the Royal Borough at their annual fun-play day.  President Pierre Raiilard and his team prepared hundreds of 

sandwiches and served litres and litres of cool water.  They also got into the spirit of the event joining in games such as 
'wicked wicket', target football, biscuit decorating and badge making.  They learnt of latest trends on dental care, how 
the British Army's headgear has changed over the years and got lots of delight from seeing so many happy faces on kids 
and parents that day.             
                This event has been going on each year for over 25 years!  The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 
value Chelsea Rotary's contribution and the Rotarians themselves immensely enjoy helping such a wide group of diverse 

children regardless of their race, creed, nationality etc.  This is what Rotary is all about!! 

 w 

F 

    INTERNATIONAL SERVICE                                    

NEWSLETTER 
September 2016 

 

District 1130 International Service monthly newsletter  

Francis Uwaechi  
 

Contact our Committee 
 

Shelterbox: Shirley Kirk 
shirleykirk@gmail.com 

Health & Hunger: Trevor Johnson 
trev@teejay31.fsnet.co.uk 

Mercy Ships: Suresh Bharwaney 
suresh.bharwaney@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Tony Sharma 
tonysharma@rotaryinlondon.org 

Save a Child’s Heart: Walter Felman 
walterfelman@aol.com 

Int’l Celebrations: Vincento Maini 
vincento.maini@db.com 

Int’l Aid: Selvadurai Shanthakumar 
shanthakumar23@gmail.com 

Pain Clinic: Hardev Coonar 
hscoonar@hotmail.com 

Recycling Projects: Adrian Faiers 
protection@rotaryinlondon.org 

Clean Water: Alok Agrawal 
alok@agrawal.me.co.uk 

Mary’s Meals: Peter Bradley 
peterbradley@madafish.com 

Peace Envoys: Francis Uwaechi 
international@rotaryinlondon.org 

 
 

 

We aim to celebrate success stories in international service. If you have an experience you would like to share, then please get in touch with us. 
Contact Francis Uwaechi our district chairperson via email: international@rotary.org 

There is still fun in service – The Rotary Club of Chelsea’s way 

Our VISITORS CHALLENGE competition last month was to encourage Rotarians to invite non-Rotary guests to their 
fellowship meetings in support of membership development. Sadly, there are no winners at this time.  However, we will consider 
extending the competition in future.  Well done to all those who called to make enquiries. 
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