
 
 
 
 
 

 
 est we forget, October is an important month in the Rotary calendar and a few events are 
happening. First, it is designated for Vocational Service which encourages us to put our skills; 
both acquired and endowed  to good use in the service of mankind. On Tuesday the 24th, we 

will be marking World Polio day and creating awareness on Polio’s global eradication effort. This event 
which attracts tens of thousands of people worldwide each year will be streamed live and co-hosted with 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Please follow this link https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day 
if you wish to participate. Finally, we would be converging in Stratford Upon Avon on the preceding 
weekend, from the 20th–22nd for our annual district conference, see you all there. 

   

Sierra Leonean Mudslide Victims  
and Sri Lankan School Children Smile! 

We make a huge 

difference when we pool 

together as Rotarians. 

Because of your kindness, 

some relief will reach our 

brothers and sisters in 

Sierra Leone and friends 

in Sri 

Lanka!  

Soon 

after the 

mudslide 

disaster hit Sierra Leone, 

an appeal was launched. 

We were not quite sure 

what to expect. The 

reason was because there 

was the Classroom Box 

project already ongoing. Nonetheless we took small comfort in 

the fact that Rotarians do not shy away from a challenge. With 

your help, our district contributed £500 to support the victims of 

that disaster so far away from home. Similarly, the Classroom Box 

project has far exceeded our 

expectation in its 

first phase.  It will be 

unnecessary to 

single out clubs or 

individuals who have particularly 

helped in this regard for mention, but you 

know who you are! As individuals not usually given to 

praise, we should be proud of our effort in providing the sum of 

£2000 for the purchase of the first batch of 100 Classroom Boxes 

to assist little school children in Sri Lanka. In the words of one 

Rotarian; ‘Service is not always that bit of our good work which 

others see’. We in the international service committee recognise 

that education is a master key which can open unique doors and 

are happy to nurture this programme. District Governor Mike 

conveys his thanks and continues to encourage us all to look 

beyond ourselves if we are to make that precious difference.   

         
                               

A few days ago, Londoners were shaken when the Transport for London TFL announced that they won’t be renewing 

the operating licence of the App-driven cab service Uber. That decision drew condemnation from all corners of the society. Over 

half a million signatures were collected triggering a challenge. I must confess I have never paid for the service but it struck me 

that such an outpouring of support was because of the revolution Uber generated; not only in employing thousands but equally 

in making life easier for users.  The latter if one ponders is the real essence of technology – Ease of Life.  The concept of driverless 

trains or the idea of Robots taking over our shop floors is not a myth, that is where the world is headed! 

Communication goes beyond the traditional art of reading and writing. It’s difficult to understand why it took us so long 

to realise that TV and advertising were smart options. We can’t remain complacent with our numbers eroding fast.  Membership 

is at the core of our work if we are going to reach a wider audience. Presently, it will seem that our behaviour is vehemently 

opposed to Change, but that is the only instrument that would guarantee us a place in a crowded market where everyone is 

screaming to be heard. Can we really claim to be the future when we are inward-facing? Many will still not use emails, others 

won’t touch smartphones or the modern marvel called the internet.  And did I mention social media? There is an array of platforms 

to choose from; perhaps starting with just one would help.  It is inevitable that in the next couple of years technology will come to 

dominate the workplace and homes – our life. We can resist as doggedly as we please but it’s an insurgency we cannot avoid.  
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Contact our Committee 
 

Shelterbox: Shirley Kirk 
shirleykirk0@gmail.com 

Health & Hunger: Trevor Johnson 
teenjay79@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Suresh Bharwaney 
suresh.bharwaney@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Tony Sharma 
tonysharma99@gmail.com 

Save a Child’s Heart: Walter Felman 
walterfelman@aol.com 

Int’l Celebrations: Vincento Maini 
vlmaini@gmail.com 

Int’l Aid: Selvadurai Shanthakumar 
shanthakumar23@gmail.com 

Pain Clinic: Hardev Coonar 
hscoonar@hotmail.com 

Recycling Projects: Adrian Faiers 
protection@rotaryinlondon.org 

Clean Water: Alok Agrawal 
alok@agrawal.me.co.uk 

Mary’s Meals: Peter Bradley 
peterbradley4450@gmail.com 

Peace: Michelle Adeyinka 
michelleadeyinka@yahoo.com 

 

 

We aim to celebrate success stories in international service. If you have an experience you would like to share, please get in touch with us. 
Contact Francis Uwaechi our district chairperson via email: international@rotaryinlondon.org 

 
 

Are we architects of our own demise?  Francis Uwaechi 
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