
 
 
 
 
 

 
 n behalf of the District International Service team, I welcome you to our first publication of the 
2017/18 Rotary year. We look forward to your project success stories and publicity in the wider 
community. As explained in the assembly, International Service Projects can be innovative and 

sustainable without having to cost a fortune.  There are Rotary Clubs across the globe who are always 
on the look out for novel project partnerships if we know where to look.  The Rotary Ideas and Rotary 
Showcase are good starting points and like DG Mike advised, we must take advantage of these 
resources to make this Rotary year memorable knowing it is about People, Projects and our Public 
image, after all humanity is our creed. 

   

     Grenfell Tower Residents were International 
         In the wake of the 
Grenfell Tower inferno, 
Rotarians rallied support for 
the surviving residents. It 
was discovered that 
families and friends of 
different nationalities 
made their homes in the 
tower block and lived 
side by side as one 
peaceful community. It 
is my hope that this will 
not change. Amidst the 
chaos is the good spirit 
of humanity as Graeme 
Thomas saw. 
 

Following the terrible 
incident at Grenfell 
Tower, The Rotary 
Club of Kensington 
and Chelsea their closest 
neighbours had to 
respond quickly to the 
enormity of the 

disaster.  Wider Rotary quickly sprang to our aid with offers of 
equipment and financial aid. Amongst the offers came one 
special one which took this form, the name and club of the offer 
have not been included so as not to embarrass the wonderfully-
hearted donors:  
          " Dear Kensington and Chelsea RC, 
 We are members of a south-eastern coastal town Rotary Club. 
We have been alarmed by the sight of the Grenfell Tower 
disaster and want to help. My wife and I have a small seaside 
second-home which we would like to offer to a family or 

individual for a two-week respite from the disaster. Can you 
pass on our offer to someone who urgently needs this help?  
Yours in Rotary, 

The old codgers" For those who perhaps do not know 
what a ‘codger’ is, it 
is a reference to an 
old person regarded 
as doddery, a bit 
over the hill and frail. 
It is used here in a 
humorous and good-
natured way to 
underline that Senior 
Citizens are active 
and can still be of 
great service to the 
Community both 
inside and outside 
Rotary! 

Well, The Rotary Club of Kensington and Chelsea salutes the "Old 
Codgers" and thinks they are the gem of what is good at the heart 
of our Rotary community –  Good-natured, helpful, always ready 
to help and lend a hand, the salt of the earth.  That indeed is 
Rotary: Making a difference. Thank you Old Codgers! 
          One cannot help but observe this as truly a unique Rotary 
Moment. If retired senior citizens can give up their time and 
comfort to do such an amazing good, especially for people from 
different countries whom they would not even know, then there 
can be no reason for any of us to stand idly by.     
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Graeme is a member of The Rotary Club of Kensington & Chelsea.  
Are you passionate about international volunteering? Graeme 
can be reached at: graemegthomas@aim.com 

         
                  

Rotary’s polio eradication effort reached another milestone on the 12th of June with the announcement of a further 

US$1.2 billion commitment to polio eradication by global health leaders. While we regretfully learn of a recent cVDPV 

outbreak in Syria, we should celebrate the successes recorded in Afghanistan, Pakistan and particularly Nigeria 

where there has been no new case since 2016 and still counting.  The government of Nigeria must be commended 

on what has been a difficult challenge. The new funding would ensure that about 450 million children worldwide 

would now be protected from the virus. Thanks to Rotary and their partners. Culled from Polio News – June 2017
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Contact our Committee 
 

Shelterbox: Shirley Kirk 
shirleykirk0@gmail.com 

Health & Hunger: Trevor Johnson 
teenjay79@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Suresh Bharwaney 
suresh.bharwaney@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Tony Sharma 
tonysharma99@gmail.com 

Save a Child’s Heart: Walter Felman 
walterfelman@aol.com 

Int’l Celebrations: Vincento Maini 
vlmaini@gmail.com 

Int’l Aid: Selvadurai Shanthakumar 
shanthakumar23@gmail.com 

Pain Clinic: Hardev Coonar 
hscoonar@hotmail.com 

Recycling Projects: Adrian Faiers 
protection@rotaryinlondon.org 

Clean Water: Alok Agrawal 
alok@agrawal.me.co.uk 

Mary’s Meals: Peter Bradley 
peterbradley4450@gmail.com 

Peace: Michelle Adeyinka 
michelleadeyinka@yahoo.com 

 

 

We aim to celebrate success stories in international service. If you have an experience you would like to share, please get in touch with us. 
Contact Francis Uwaechi our district chairperson via email: international@rotaryinlondon.org 

 
 

 
 

The 24-storey Grenfell Tower ablaze in the 
early hours of Wednesday, 14 June 2017. 

Global Polio Eradication Effort Receives a Boost still no new case in Nigeria 
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