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Introduction. 
The concept of the Rotary-Commonwealth Peace Envoy came about in early 2016 when the 
then President-elect of the Rotary Club of Westminster West, Dr Josephine Ojiambo, the 
District 1130 International Chairperson, Francis Uwaechi, and Past President and Honorary 
Secretary of the Rotary Club of Westminster West, Sree Vallipuram, held a discussion in 
Marlborough House, on how London based Rotarians could come together as a force for 
good to promote peace and goodwill in the various areas of Rotary Service. They also 
discussed the possibility of linking London’s Rotarians to the Commonwealth through this 
initiative especially since the Commonwealth Secretariat which is the London based 
headquarters of the Commonwealth of Nations is located in their District.  
Dr Josephine Ojiambo, who is also the serving Deputy Secretary General of the 
Commonwealth, was invited to speak at the London D1130 Rotary Annual Conference held 
at Eastbourne in October 2016 where she presented a paper on the ‘Rotary-Commonwealth 
Peace Envoy (RCPE) Initiative’ which was warmly received by RIBI President Eve Conway 
and DG Helen Antonio. 

The RCPE initiative gained further traction when the Commonwealth Secretary-General, 
Patricia Scotland, proclaimed Peace-building as the Commonwealth’s theme for 2017. Many 
of the more than 80 inter-governmental, professional and civil society organisations within 
the Commonwealth family are proactively engaged with, or contribute towards the pursuit 
and strengthening of peace through their work. 

The Rotary International President, Ian Riseley’s Presidential Theme is ‘Rotary: Making A 
Difference’ and this theme has a lot of appeal to both the young and old. The RCPE Initiative 
aims to facilitate Rotary in London, in collaboration with the Commonwealth Secretariat, to 
make a difference. The old adage ‘Peace through Service’ will be the driving force in ‘Making 
a Difference’. 

In June 2017 DG Nominee-elect Tony Sharma invited PP Sree Vallipuram to chair the 
District 1130 RCPE Committee. PP Sree had previously been a senior official at the 
Commonwealth Secretariat where he had worked for over fifteen years and he is currently 
the second longest serving member of the Rotary Club of Westminster West. The RCPE 
Committee includes DG Nominee-elect Tony Sharma, District International Chairperson 
Francis Uwaechi and Rotarian Fahima Gibrel who is a member of the Rotary Club of 
London. President Josephine Ojiambo has kindly consented to be an advisor. This 
formidable team will work together to spearhead and manage the RCPE initiative for Rotary 
in London. 
 
The Rotary-Commonwealth Peace Envoy (RCPE) Initiative. 
Promoting Peace is one of the significant initiatives that Rotary has been pursuing over the 
years. Rotarians in London and the Commonwealth Secretariat have come together to form 
the RCPE Committee in order to collaborate in promoting peace as follows: 
• Collectively, the committee knows of a number of potential Rotarians who are diplomats 

or who are working for International Organisations and who have vast experience in 
peace promotion initiatives based on their programme of work in various fields. 

• The committee will aim to draw upon the expertise and experience of these diplomats to 
voluntarily train and support RCPEs. However, the RCPE Committee will sensitively 
manage the use of serving diplomats as diplomats have to abide by their respective 
governmental protocols.  

 



The RCPE’s theme this Rotary Year is ‘Making a Difference by Promoting Peace 
through Rotary Service’.  
 
The RCPE initiative will also focus on the following aims: 
• Raise public awareness of Rotary and the Commonwealth; 
• Increase sustainable service focused on programs and activities that support youth and 

young leaders; 
• Increase Rotary membership through outreach to recently retired and young 

professionals; 
• Increase overall member retention by improving member engagement and club health; 
• Promote activities and programmes that foster understanding and mutual respect as well 

as seek to alleviate the underlying causes of conflict which includes poverty, inequality, 
ethnic tension, lack of access to education, and unequal distribution of resources; 

 
The RCPE initiative will place great emphasis on meeting the Commonwealth Secretariat’s 
focus on action to address the underlying causes of conflict, including poverty, inequality, 
ethnic tension, lack of access to education, and unequal distribution of resources. Whilst 
working to improve the quality of life, it will also aim to raise awareness of bullying, domestic 
violence and abuse. 
 
The following narrative is offered to encapsulate the ideals of the RCPE initiative. 
 

Give a man a fish – you feed for a day 
Teach him to fish – you feed him for life 
Teach him to run a fish farm – you feed him, his family, his village, 
and perhaps the village next door. 

 
The RCPE initiative fits very well with Rotary Goals 1, 2, 9 & 10 which fall under Rotary 
Priorities 1, 2 & 3.  For ease of reference, the Rotary Priorities, Goals and Areas of Focus 
are listed below as follows: 
 
Rotary’s Priorities, Goals and Areas of Focus. 
 
PRIORITY 1: SUPPORT AND STRENGTHEN CLUBS 
Goal 1 – Increase membership through outreach to recently retired and young professionals. 
Goal 2 – Increase overall member retention by improving member engagement and club 
               health.     . 
Goal 3 – Increase club participation in the Presidential Citation. 
Goal 4 – Increase Rotarians’ knowledge of, engagement in, and financial support of The 
               Rotary Foundation. 
 
PRIORITY 2: FOCUS AND INCREASE HUMANITARIAN SERVICE 
Goal 5 – End polio now – and forever. 
Goal 6 – Increase average club contributions to the Annual Fund and increase average 
               District Designated Fund contributions to Foundation grants. 
Goal 7 – Increase club and government contributions to sustain support for polio eradication.  
Goal 8 – Increase the quality and impact of Rotary’s humanitarian service effort through 
               Foundation grants and the six areas of focus.     
Goal 9 – Increase sustainable service focused on programs and activities that support youth 
               and young leaders and Rotary’s six areas of focus.    



PRIORITY 3: ENHANCE PUBLIC IMAGE AND AWARENESS 
Goal 10 – Raise public awareness of Rotary. 
Goal 11 – Publicize Rotary’s achievements and the Foundation’s 100-year record of Doing 
                 Good in the World.  
 
 

Rotary’s six areas of focus. 

1).  Promoting peace 
Today, 60 million people are displaced by armed conflict or persecution. Through our 
partnerships with several leading universities, Rotary Peace Fellows develop the skills to 
strengthen peace efforts, train local leaders to prevent and mediate conflict, and support 
long-term peace building in areas affected by conflict. We provide up to 100 peace 
fellowships per year at Rotary Peace Centers. 
 
2).  Fighting disease 
More than 100 million people are pushed into poverty each year because of medical costs. 
We aim to improve and expand access to low-cost and free health care in underdeveloped 
areas. Our members educate and mobilize communities to help prevent the spread of major 
diseases such as polio, HIV/AIDS, and malaria. Many of our projects ensure that medical 
training facilities are located where the workforce lives. 
 
3).  Providing clean water 
More than 2.5 billion people lack access to adequate sanitation facilities. At least 3,000 
children die each day from diarrheal diseases caused by unsafe water. Our projects give 
communities the ability to develop and maintain sustainable water and sanitation systems 
and support studies related to water and sanitation. 
 
4).  Saving mothers and children 
At least 7 million children under the age of five die each year due to malnutrition, poor health 
care, and inadequate sanitation. To help reduce this rate, we provide immunizations and 
antibiotics to babies, improve access to essential medical services, and support trained 
health care providers for mothers and their children. Our projects ensure sustainability by 
empowering the local community to take ownership of health care training programs. 

5).  Supporting education 
Sixty-seven million children worldwide have no access to education and more than 775 
million people over the age of 15 are illiterate. Our goal is to strengthen the capacity of 
communities to support basic education and literacy, reduce gender disparity in education, 
and increase adult literacy. 

6).  Growing local economies 
Nearly 1.4 billion employed people live on less than $1.25 a day. We carry out service 
projects that enhance economic and community development and develop opportunities for 
decent and productive work for young and old. We also help strengthen local entrepreneurs 
and community leaders, particularly women, in impoverished communities. 
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