
 
 
 
 
 

 
 irstly, let me remind clubs that the training season kicks off soon. For international service 
chairs, this will be at 6 York Gate London NW1 4QG by 1 June at 18:30 hrs.  This is three 
months ahead but kindly reserve this date in your diary.  I am aware that notices have been on-

going in the district notices, so please be on the lookout for a formal invitation to the programme which 
promises to be informative. Regarding our Classroom Box project, I am pleased to state that we have so 
far collected contributions for 22 out of our target 100 boxes.  This is good progress by every margin, but 
it is my hope that in this month of March, more clubs and individuals would respond to our appeal.  Please 
contact any of our committee members for guidance. Thank you. 

Our own Pat Clark of the Rotary Club of Edmonton                      

still believes in Friendship Through Service
This month, we want to 
look again at the 
fellowship element of 
Rotary and focus on the 
special work of the rotary 
club of Edmonton, 
MATCHSTICK. Regardless 
of our individual service 
objectives and at a time 
in our history when we 
are struggling with 
growth, no one will argue 
the fact that good 
fellowship still provides 
the basis for which many 

Rotarians meet today.   
In fact, many clubs across 
the Americas, Africa and 
Europe still sing at their 
meetings just for fun and 
to promote fellowship. It 
is not uncommon to find 

professionals whose continued membership in their various 
clubs hinge on the wonderful socials they enjoy at meetings.  
Clubs should aim to infuse enthusiasm at meetings to encourage 
members and visitors alike; some of who may contemplate 
joining.  One such idea is the MATCHSTICK. 

               Pat writes… Matchstick is an informal gathering of 
Rotarians and guests, who gather four times a year to share 
breakfast and good fellowship.  Matchstick in District 1130 was 
started 20 years ago by PDG Don Merritt, and has seen meetings 
regularly of up to 40 fellows attending. Occasionally we have 
speakers, but more usually just share the fun and banter of 

Rotarians from 
many Clubs, 
including some 
from outside our 
District. It is also a 
good opportunity 
to catch up with 
news around the 
Clubs, and from 
District. We meet 
at the North 

Middlesex Golf Club, in Whetstone N20 0NL, 7:00 for 7:15am, and 
normally finish around 8:30 am. The cost is just £10. 
 Since I have taken over as organiser, I am desperately 
trying to rebuild the contact and address list of Rotarians 
interested, as much of the information I have been given is a little 
dated. So, if you are interested in coming along, and know others 
who do, or want to, then please contact me on 
matchstick1130@hotmail.com you will find a very warm 
welcome. The next meeting will be Wednesday, 12th April, 
please make a date with us.

                      I always hesitate to refer to the Rotary International President as RIP.  In my native Nigeria and I suspect 

in many other English-speaking parts of the world, such would mean ‘Rest-In-Peace’ which is a very common 

condolence acronym, implying that the individual to which the reference was made had died.  For that reason, one 

would address President Nominee Samuel Frobisher Owori as just President Rotary International for 2018/19. That 

would make PRI instead, which makes me more comfortable.        

 Sam, will be our second black president after Jonathan B. Majiyagbe from Nigeria.  Sam who hails from Uganda has been a 

Rotarian since 1978 and has had a distinguished public service in corporate governance. He has served Rotary International in various 

capacities, including as a trustee, director and district governor.  Sam is a family man, both he and his beloved wife Norah are major donors to 

the Rotary Foundation. Sam brings with him a considerable experience to the job. We wish him well in office come July 1, 2018.   
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Contact our Committee 
 

Shelterbox: Shirley Kirk 
shirleykirk@gmail.com 

Health & Hunger: Trevor Johnson 
teenjay79@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Suresh Bharwaney 
suresh.bharwaney@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Tony Sharma 
tonysharma99@gmail.com 

Save a Child’s Heart: Walter Felman 
walterfelman@aol.com 

Int’l Celebrations: Vincento Maini 
vincento.maini@db.com 

Int’l Aid: Selvadurai Shanthakumar 
shanthakumar23@gmail.com 

Pain Clinic: Hardev Coonar 
hscoonar@hotmail.com 

Recycling Projects: Adrian Faiers 
protection@rotaryinlondon.org 

Clean Water: Alok Agrawal 
alok@agrawal.me.co.uk 

Mary’s Meals: Peter Bradley 
peterbradley@madafish.com 

Peace Envoys: Francis Uwaechi 
international@rotaryinlondon.org 

 
 

 

We aim to celebrate success stories in international service. If you have an experience you would like to share, then please get in touch with us. 
Contact Francis Uwaechi our district chairperson via email: international@rotary.org 

 
 

Spotlight on President Nominee Samuel F. Owori of the Rotary Club of Kampala 
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Sam Owori 
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