
ROTARY'S CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS

The purpose of this session is to tell you:
The Names of the Constitution Documents that govern Rotary
The Current Versions – you are likely to find Rotarians quoting rules from 30 years ago!
The different parts in the documents
Who can help you when you need help
When you will need that help

This session does not take you through the documents in detail – PHEW!

There are four principle documents that control Rotary.
The Manual of Procedure is the document that controls Rotary International.  The current version is 
dated August 2016.  Although we are in District 1130, part of RIBI, we are also one of 537 Districts 
in Rotary International.  The Manual of Procedure also refers to two other documents – the 
decisions of the Rotary International Board of Directors, and the Rotary Code of Practice.  Those 
documents are records of decisions, and statements of how things should work, rather than 
constitutional documents.
The RIBI Constitution is the document that controls Rotary International in Great Britain and 
Ireland – that is the proper name of RIBI.  Lots of Rotarians think the “i” stands for IN, but in fact it
stands for International!  The current version is dated November 2016.
The District Standing Orders is the document that controls Rotary International District 1130, 
known as Rotary in London.  The current version is dated August 2013.  It can be found on the 
District Website, by clicking People, District Secretariat, D1130 Constitutional Documents, and 
then opening the document.
The Club By-laws are the rules for the smooth operation of the Club's administration.

The documents in this list cannot contradict the documents higher up on the list.  THAT IS 
IMPORTANT!

Do you need to know the documents by heart?  NO, YOU DO NOT!

The Manual of Procedure
The Manual of Procedure deals with Rotary International and is 130 pages long.
It covers the Constitution of Rotary International.
The By-laws of Rotary International
The Standard Club Constitution
The Recommended Club By-laws
The By-laws of the Rotary Foundation

What is the Difference between a Constitutional Article and a By-law?  A change to an article has to
go the 'Parliament' – e.g. the Council on Legislation;  a By-law can be changed by the Board of 
Directors.

The RIBI Constitution
The RIBI Constitution refines the Manual of Procedure to what is appropriate in Great Britain and 
Ireland.  It is 71 Pages long.  If the RIBI Constitution has nothing to say on an issue, we refer to the 
Manual of Procedure.
It contains the Constitution of RIBI which deals with the operation of RIBI, and some rules 
concerning District Governors.
The By-laws of RIBI set who does what and where.
The Standard RIBI Club Constitution provides all the formal rules for my Rotary Club and your 
Rotary Clubs.



The Standard RIBI Club By-laws govern how the Club operates, including voting, electing new 
members, leave of absence and so on.
What is the difference between the constitution and the by-laws?  The constitution is changed at 
COL.  The By-Laws can be amended at the RIBI Annual Business Meeting.

The District Standing Orders
The District Standing Orders can be found on our District Website. It is 5 pages long.
The current version is dated August 2013.
It deals with the rules of business at our District Council, and who is on our District Council.  It  
also deals with the rules for the District Committees.
The Standing Committees are the District Executive Committee – of which you will be a member,  
and the District Services Committee, of which you are also a member.  You are expected – and you  
will, won't you? - provide a report of up to date information from your area to each meeting of  both
committees.
The Service Committees are defined in our District Standing Orders.

Club By-Laws
Club by-laws vary from Club to Club, and are supposed to help smooth administration of the Club  
by expressing local rules that the Club operates.

The quality of documentation of the Club by-laws may vary from Club to Club.  The by-laws  
cannot contradict the other constitutional documents of Rotary.  For example, a Club decides that  
men are not allowed to join, only women can join, and it puts this decision into its By-laws.  The  
decision and the By-law are immediately invalid, because Rotary International and RIBI do not  
allow gender to be a condition of membership.

If a club finds it easy to collect meal payments twice a year, it can put that into its Club By-laws  
because the RI and RIBI documents do not contradict that decision.

The good news is that you are not expected to be an expert on the Constitution.

On the other hand, you are not expected to get the rules wrong, and end up endorsing a decision that
is later on overruled!

Sources of Help
You can get help at any time from the District Secretariat.

You can get help from the District Constitutions and Resolutions Officer, but you are asked to copy 
your correspondence to the District Secretary.  The C & R Officer and the Secretary must always be
on the same 'hymn sheet', and that we requires that we speak to each other!

You can get help from the District Governor, although the Governor may need to refer to an expert 
to get a final decision.

The secretariat and the C & R officer both get support from RIBI Club and District Support.

They also get support from the RI Club and District Support team, including John Hewko, General 
Secretary.

You probably need help if something in one of your Clubs is planned but does not seem right to 
you, or you suspect it may not be allowed.  If that is the case – BE CAUTIOUS – there are no 
vacancies for Bulls in China Shops in District 1130!



Getting help within the District will NOT result in a charge for the help.  It is free and it is there to 
support you.

No one really knows everything about Rotary.  The Clubs will not expect you to know everything 
about Rotary, but they will expect you to know who to ask on their behalf.

Here are some issues that have come up recently, and they were resolved by referring to the 
constitutional documents.

It helps your authority with your Clubs to be able to say, “I have spoken to the experts and been 
advised that ...”

“Check twice – speak once” is a good maxim to follow.

Action Points
Download the documents to your computer – they are in the form of PDF files.

Learn how to search a pdf document – you can then find the qualifications for a Club President, or a
District Governor candidate.

Keep your documents up to date.  The RI documents may change after the Council on Legislation 
taking place in Chicago in April this year.  The RIBI Constitution may change after the Annual 
Business Meeting taking place at Bournemouth in April this year.

Review
So you now know the names of the four documents:

Manual of Procedure;
RIBI Constitution;
District Standing Orders;
Club By-laws

You now know the current versions – except for the Club By-laws – and which are likely to be 
updated this year.

You know roughly what is in each document.

You know who can help you with an issue.

You have an indication of how to tell if you need help.

Search your documents on your computer to quickly find information.

It only remains for me to say, thank you for your attention, and if there are any questions, I will do 
my best to answer them.

Dick Nathan
District Secretary
January 2017








