
LEONARD CHESHIRE  (LCD) 

 

Leonard Cheshire Disabilities (LCD) was started by Leonard Cheshire over 60 years ago. 

During World War 11 the founder was a Royal Air Force Group Captain and commander. He 

was one of the youngest commanding officers and most decorated World War II pilots, 

receiving the Victoria Cross in 1944. 

  

He went on to found LCD in 1948 and today LCD support thousands of people with 

disabilities in the UK and worldwide. From care homes to campaigning, LCD works towards 

building a society in which every person is equally valued. 

 

There are 200 centres throughout the UK and LCD is actively involved in assisting 20,000 

disabled individuals within these isles. 

 

There are many ways you can support LCD, either as individuals or through your clubs:- 

 

• By making a donation 

 

• Participate in one of their fundraising event 

 

• By leaving a gift in your will 

 

• Become a volunteer with your local centre 

 

• Get involved in some of the excellent campaigning that LCD carryout for the rights of 

the disabled. 

 

Rotary in London has a long tradition of supporting LCD and I know many individual 

Rotarians and clubs are actively involved with their local centres. If this is not the case I 

would urge you to consider supporting LCD in the coming rotary year. 

 

LCD International 

 

What many people are not aware of, is that LCD is very committed to working to improve  

the lives of disabled people overseas. LCD commenced its overseas programme over 50 

years ago i.e. within 10 years of the charities inception, with much of its work taking place in 

Africa and Asia. 

 

LCD is uniquely placed to carry out this work through its network of centres throughout the 

third world. These centres although independent, are branded under the LCD name and in 

exchange adhere to LCD’s strict codes ethics and ideals. 

 

It is this side of LCD work that I want to speak to you about tonight. 

 



Education for All:- 

  

Incredibly, it is often believed, in third world countries, that it is not worth while educating 

disabled children. It is thought to be a waste of money. Consequently these unfortunate 

children grow up to be ill-equipped to earn a living and therefore remain a burden on their 

families or may even face destitution.    

 

Supporting children with disabilities to get the education they need is a large part of 

Leonard Cheshire Disability’s work in developing countries. Disabled children face more 

barriers to getting an education than other young people, and it is estimated that over 90% 

do not go to school at all. For this reason, LCD works to help families, schools and 

communities find ways to remove or work around these barriers. 

 

For most children in developing countries, attending their local schools may be the best 

option available. In these cases, LCD works with the schools and the local education 

authorities to help them become accessible, welcoming environments. Also essential is 

assessing what the children need, and examining or enhancing existing programmes to meet 

those needs. 

 

On a practical level, a Leonard Cheshire Disability project would work with schools, local 

education authorities and communities to:- 

 

• Adapt the school environment including classrooms, play areas, toilets and other 

facilities to make to make them accessible for all children 

 

• Adjust or change curriculum, teaching methods and materials to ensure all children 

are included in the learning process 

 

• Work with families and others in the community to increase the enrolment of 

children with disabilities and improve schools’ resources 

 

• Respond flexibly and creatively to children’s individual needs 

 

• Recognise that learning can take place outside of schools and support this process 

when appropriate 

 

• Ensure that children have access to on-going rehabilitation and assessment services 

 

 

Supporting People with Disabilities into Work 

 

The key to disabled people earning a living, in 3rd world countries is education. 

 

In every country in the world, people with disabilities have higher rates of unemployment 

than non-disabled people. In some third world countries, the unemployment rate among 

people with disabilities is as high as 80%. 

  



This economic poverty can lead to other kinds of deprivation including lack of access to 

education and health, rehabilitation or social services. Disabled people may then remain 

unable to find appropriate work and their children are often more likely not to go to school.  

 

LCD programme activities include: 

 

• providing small loans and grants to start businesses, e.g. poultry farms, mobile 

phone repairs, vegetable stall. 

 

• starting and supporting savings groups 

 

• partnerships with employers to make workplaces accessible 

 

• training to help people develop life and work skills  

 

• supporting people into work in the mainstream economy-to see what employers 

needs are. 

 

So how can we help? 

 

Well the easiest way would be to make a donation. 

 

You might want to get behind a specific project in a particular village or school 

 

You may like to get behind a particular project with a local overseas rotary club, and apply 

for a rotary foundation grant. 

 

 I can hear you saying to yourselves "this in not community service project - this is 

international service"  

 

Well frankly you might be right but as LCD is often thought of as a community service 

project, the international aspect often gets over looked. So whether you go back to your 

clubs and get behind this project from under your community service banner or persuade 

the international chairman to support it, I don't care as long as you do one or the other and 

help some of the poorest and most vulnerable people in the world. 

 

Once you’ve made the decision to support this organisation, either with your local LCD 

centre or by supporting the international programme, I would suggest your first port of call 

be the excellent LCD website www.lcdisability.org or call them. In discussions I have had 

with them, I know they would be delighted to speak to clubs 
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peter.holmes@classictravel.co.uk 
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