
SESSION 1
After a Foundation Frugal

Lunch in the Council Rooms, the
conference got under way with
the video "You can change the
world ..."

The next item on the agenda
should have been an address to
conference from RI President
Ron D Burton, but owing to a
medical problem in his
immediate family, Ron had been
unable to make the trip to
Birmingham. RI Director Mike
Webb played a video with his
apology and then gave his own
interpretation of the address
that Ron would have given.

There was then a short
promotional video for the
Sydney convention this June,
presented by David Ellis.

We were then straight into
our first guest speaker, Jennifer
Scott, curator of the Royal
Collection. Her speciality is oils
on canvas, and she gave us an
interesting insight into her
section, including "Missus

Kwin", shown here.
We then had a warm welcome

from the Deputy Lord Mayor of
Birmingham, John Lines, who
presented us with a plaque and
asked "Why has it taken 100
years to visit the city for the
RIBI conference?"

There followed a short

address from the Chairman of
Inner Wheel, Gillian Rowley,
who asked us to see their
members as doing more than
refreshments. She talked about
the "All Wheels Turning"
initiative and the new IW
website. She finished with a
charming poem - "The Neigh-
bourhood Clothes line".

The next speaker was the
new (12 months) CEO of
Shelterbox, Alison Wallace, who
spoke about developments in
the box contents and the tent,
and the challenges of Hurricane
Haiyan. Shelterbox has pre-
positioned stock around the
world, and moves any surplus
boxes in the field back to the
nearest storage location. The
box is still priced at £590, which
includes all labour and shipping
costs. The paid staff represent
only 10% of the total people
working on the project.

Next to the lectern was Jane
Best, who had been instru-
mental in getting Peace Jam
going. It had been decided that
Peace Jam was "not fit for
Rotary" to use, and so the
Rotary Peace Project had been
developed. The programme is
aimed at children who are
bullied or otherwise stressed,
and may be contemplating self-
harm or suicide. There is a real
need for action, and Jane asked

"When is Rotary going to do
something about the problem?"

The last speaker in the first
plenary session was Rotary
Peace Scholar Sharon Edington.
Sharon grew up in Brisbane,
and has worked as a volunteer
in Chile, Sierra Leone, Papua
New Guinea, Israel/Palestine,
Georgia, and Australia. Whilst
going through her CV in some
detail, she did promise to return
in full the investment Rotary
had made in her. She is
currently studying in Bradford.

And with that, the first
session was completed.

That evening we had a
District Fellowship Dinner that
ran to time, allowing those
present to attend the Rotary
Night at the Proms concert as
well as the dinner.

SESSION 2
Session 2 got under way with

a presentation by James Lovatt,
both chairman of Rotaract in
Great Britain and Ireland, and
also a staff member at RIBI.
James pointed out that whilst
the average ratio of Rotary
Clubs to Rotaract Clubs in RIBI
is 72:1, over the world as a
whole it is 9:1. James
mentioned the new Rotaract
Website, and the Model United
Nations event in London from 4
- 7 September 2014. He spoke

Rotary
in London
UK



RIBI Conference Report

about Rotactactors joining a
Rotary e-Club when they reach
their maximum age, and asked
all the clubs present to sponsor a
Rotaract Club.

We then moved on to a
presentation on the Army
Benevolent Fund by Major
General Martin Rutledge. Much
has changed in the last 100
years for an injured serviceman,
and much has changed since the
Falklands war in 1982. Injury
survival is the best it has ever
been, and the survivors want a
full and fulfilling life. Today, the
number injured is much lower,
and the care and attention they
receive is amongst the best in
the world. He thought there
were too many 'military
charities' today, but at least the
big ones do work together.
Interestingly, he did not want our
money: he wanted our
commercial and business skills -
something which is not available
in abundance in the military!

After soldiers, we moved back
to business with Digby Lord
Jones - who has held a wide
variety of posts. In a vibrant and
entertaining address, he talked

about the relationship between
businesses, jobs, taxation and
the public sector. Business is
good for Britain, because it
creates jobs - nothing else
creates jobs because the "Job
Schemes" are really temporary
civil servants. Jobs and business
together provide funds through
taxation. Without taxation, there
would be no civil service and no
government. Some of the money
paid to civil servants goes round
again through taxation. In the
long run, we will have to work
longer to pay for everything,
because today 25% of boy babies

and 33% of girl babies will see
their 100th birthday! Education
is paid for through taxation, but
is not valued enough. 48% of
children do not achieve a Grade
C or higher in English or Maths
at GCSE. Teachers, children and
parents have to work together to
fix that problem. We can fix
much with British Business but
we need to move away from
Brussels Compliance. He finish-
ed with an amusing example of
how he tried to renew his
passport in a hurry, paying the
fee with cash!

Session 2 was suspended at
this point as the BBC moved in
to broadcast the Rotary Young
Citizens Awards. Five candidates
had been successful from age 8
to age 24 - both of those had
come from London! A personal
struggle against meningitis, a
video and school play to combat
bullying, a scheme for deaf
children, a scheme for young
victims of sexual abuse, and a
scheme for a missing children's
register were all presented with
a Rotary Young Citizen Award
trophy. A sixth candidate
appeared the following day.

Session 2 was resumed with
ITN Broadcaster Charlene White,
who had lost her mother to
bowel cancer in April 2002. She
asked the audience about the
symptoms of bowel cancer, and
made it clear that we all ought to
know the symptoms if we were
to treat the problem early
enough for a good chance of
success. 110 people die from
bowel cancer every day, making
it the second most fatal cancer.
The symptoms include blood in
stools, excessive need to strain,
weight loss, tiredness, change in
stools, anaemia, pain passing

stools. Not all of these are only
cancer symptoms, but a quick
check could prevent you and
yours adding to the statistics.
AWARDS 1

We then had the first part of
the presentation of awards. For
Interact D-1290, for Interact
Development D-1180, for
Rotaract D-1090, for District
Magazine D-1010, for Club
Bulletin RC Birkenhead, for PR
D-1290 and for Rotakids D-1190.

The final speaker in this
session was Martin Bell - the
Man in the White Suit.
Describing himself as UNICEF's
expendible ambassador, he spoke
about how the world had become
more dangerous than it was in
the past. He had recently visited
the Central African Republic and
South Sudan and described the
brutality there as unimaginable.
He had also visited Afghanistan
to see our work on Polio. The
number of refugees is rising
rapidly, and the aid work comes
at a high human cost as well as
the financial cost. His main point
was we must reach out to all our
partners. When we compete,
nothing of value is achieved.

And on that note the second
session came to an end.
SESSION 3

Session 3 posed a choice
between the Annual Business
Meeting (ABM) and a "New
Generations" Symposium. Your
correspondent had a vote at the
ABM and so attended that.
Others attended the Symposium
and described that as an
excellent event. The ABM is
reported at the end of this
document.
SESSION 4

Session 4 started on Sunday
morning with Roy Lilley, who
describes himself as an "NHS
Broadcaster". He talked about
his humble origins and then
jumped straight into fine art,
showing two paintings entitled
'The Little Princesses'; one by
Velazquez, the other by Picasso.
They had the same subject with
different views. He described the



RIBI Conference Report

NHS as being one subject with
many different views. Demand is
increasing steadily at 4% per
year, but funding is flat-lining
until 2015. After asking the
audience, "How many would pay
£10 to visit their GP?", he
chastised those with their hands
up by stating it would cost £30 to
collect the £10. The flat funding

had created the "box of death"
which would fail those with
dementia (800,000 people),
fractured families and obesity.
Obesity leads to long term
disease, but the retailers'
response has been to make Size
12 bigger and bigger. Roy said
we have to stop kidding
ourselves. He finished with the 3
Be's: Be ready to pay; Be ready
to accept change; Be kind to the
NHS staff.

We continued with Sarah
Brown, wife of the former Prime
Minister. She thanked Rotarians
for their achievements and their
determination on eradicating
polio. She then moved on to her
main theme - education for the
world. She produced a list of
statistics including 57m children
worldwide who have never gone
to school, 250m children who
have gone to school but were not
learning, and 774m children who
cannot read and write
proficiently; 2/3rds of those are
female. She said that Rotarians
do not shrink from challenges,
and her aim was to get all 57m
children into school by 2015 -
that was in about 500 days time.
She was counting down the days,
and asked, "Could she count on
Rotary?" She then showed a film
about the Taliban's attack on a
school bus in Pakistan in which
the female children were shot
one by one in the bus. All the

girls were shot, but they did not
all die - one called Malala went
on to address the United
Nations, and that was included
in the film. In the UN, she spoke
about the right of all children to
an education - both male and
female.

Sarah Brown then brought
Malala Yousafzai on stage to
address conference and to be
interviewed about her life after
being shot in the head. She had
made an amazing recovery from
her physical wounds, but only
time will tell if she has made a
psychological recovery. An
emphatic speaker, she spoke
about missing home, about the
terrorists that did not want her
to go to school, about the women
in Pakistan who are not allowed
to leave their home for school,
for socialising, or for shopping
for food. By working together,
these problems can be fought
and overcome. Rotary's support
to allow children to speak is
helpful, and is needed. Her
incident had produced 30m
'tweets', and 4m signatures on a
paper petition. Pakistan is
starting to change, but children
must be taken out of work so
that they can go to school.

After Malala's powerful
presentation, RIBI President Nan
McCreadie presented her with
the 6th Rotary Young Citizens
Award, an event marked with a
standing ovation.

We then had a Rotary
Moment, from two Rotarians in
the Channel Islands who had
become Rotary Foundation
Benefactors. They received a
special award from RIBI
President Nan.
AWARDS 2

We then had the second group

of awards. The Connecticut
Trophy (International) went to D-
1290, the Environment Project to
Portsmouth & Southsea, the
Community Project to Halifax
Calder, Vocational to Launceston
(D-1290), District on-line D-1260,
Club on-line Croydon Whitgift,
Special Community Project to
Grantham, and the Attendance
Trophy to Moriston.

Our next speaker was Jane
Walker from the Philippines
Community Fund. Seeing a video
of small children scavaging
rubbish dumps for food and for
the means of making a living was
shocking, but we were spared
the smell. Jane had also been
shocked and committed herself
to tackling the problems with a
Solar Panel project, with 2 school
buses, and "Literacy in a Box".
The goal is to get children off the
dumps and into school. This is
achieved with food in the school,
and food parcels for other family
members in exchange for good
attendance at school. We were
introduced on the video to a
child who has graduated to a
ballet school, another wants to
become a teacher and so on.
Jane is a Rotarian in the
Philippines, and asked us to take
"Greetings" back to our Clubs.

We then had a short
presentation on the RIBI 2015
Conference in Belfast, with an
introduction to the new Titanic
Centre, where some of the
events will take place.

The last speaker was
television presenter Dallas
Campbell. His series, "Supersize
Earth" was a documentary on the
biggest, the smelliest, and the
longest man made structures. He
showed a number of clips from
the series, and also some mobile
phone footage taken during the
making of the series. All told, a
very visual presentation, from a
presenter who confessed he is
often mistaken for Ben Fogle,
and on one occasion even
Richard Hammond!

With that, the conference was
over and it had finished on time!



The Annual Business Meeting
(ABM) held on Saturday 12 April
2014 got under way with a test
of the voting equipment supplied
by Lumi. We had our test vote on
"Will the 2015 ABM be in
Birmingham?" Sadly, most
people thought it would be!

The meeting proper started
with the introductions, and the
business part was chaired by
Tom Griffin of the RIBI
Constitutional Committee.

We started with a change of
order from that on the Running
Order, so that on-line voters had
a better chance of participation
in the meeting.

1. Change of quorum at ABM
to 25% of Clubs (whether
present or online):passed
(Pro:609, Con:49)

From this point forward, the
on-line votes would be included
in the count. Without this
decision, there being only 776
voters in the room and on-line,
that is less than the equivalent of
50% of the Clubs in RIBI, all the
on-line votes would have been
ignored in any count.

2. Adopting the Annual Report
12-13: adopted (Pro:769,
Con:18)

3. Adopting the Accounts for
12-13: adopted (Pro:762, Con:6)

4. Reappointment of Dafferns
LLP to be auditors: passed
(Pro:789, Con:10)

5. Proposed Budget for 2014-
2015 including dues of £48
(based on 50,000 Rtns) to be
paid in two installments and a
reduced Affiliation Fee of £15 for
new members, whether or not in
new clubs (the fee today is £25)
in order to encourage new
Rotarians: passed (Pro:747,
Con:61)

6. The Proposed Public Image
and Awareness Campaign Levy
of £5 per Rtn for one year was
discussed. This was on an insert
handed out at the meeting and
not printed in the Annual Report
agenda. A report had been on
the RIBI Web Site, but we did

not know how many Rotarians
had read it. An Amendment to go
back to £2.75, as for the last
three years, was proposed and
was defeated (Pro:225, Con:558).
There was then debate on the
original resolution. Comments
referred to: more support for
Clubs instead of RIBI, more
advertorial, the need for
Business Awareness rather than
Public Awareness, and the
"wasted money" on Click-Thru
and on Website Design. We were
told that "the previous 3 years
for public awareness came from
the 5-year Membership Plan"
because it was for awareness in
the context of membership. The
proposed £5 levy was put to the
vote and was defeated (Pro:316,
Con:485). This does not affect
the £40,250 in the budget for
Marketing & PR Activity, but
means the levy money is not
approved and therefore the plan
published on the RIBI Website
will not be carried out. There
was a lot of energy and emotion
at this part of the meeting.

Many thought that the levy
should be in the subscription
dues and not a separate levy, but
Hon. Treas. Nigel Barnfield had
rightly guessed that this strategy
could have jeopardised the whole
RIBI budget! Once the costs have
been rolled up into a single
amont, debate on individual
elements would have been very
difficult to control!

7. The RIBI Donations Trust
report was noted. RIBI has set
up a "MYBTDONATE" account
with BT. BT claims it has the
lowest charges for accepting
credit card donations for a UK
Charity. (The process was
recommended as being worthy of
examination by RIBI Clubs as
there are no setup fees.)

8. The Report of the RI
Director was noted. New Awards
are being introduced this year,
and the Pilot Programme Trials
for Clubs have been extended to
30 June 2017 (rather than 30

June 2014).
9. The Premises Trustees'

report was noted.
The meeting then moved on to

constitution matters and their
resolutions.

10. We started with a simple
change from "Secretary/CEO" to
"Secretary". An Amendment that
"Secretary" should read "General
Secretary" was adopted
(Pro:680, Con:50). We then voted
on "General Secretary" instead
of "Secretary/CEO" and that was
adopted (Pro:692, Con:34).

11. Add 2 DGEs to the RIBI
Executive Committee: adopted
(Pro:673, Con:34)

12. District 1040's resolution
(Yorkshire) would add 4 experts
to RIBI Executive. After 3
separate amendments to the
wording had been approved, it
was not adopted (Pro:194,
Con:399). There will be no
experts on the RIBI Executive
unless they are RI or RIBI
officers.

13. The planned reorgan-
isation of all the administrative
and service committees, with the
removal of the liaison governors,
and the abstraction of the
General Council from the
running of RIBI, was defeated
(Pro:233, Con:384)

14. Abolition of Selection
Advisory Committee and the 6
associated resolutions were
'surprised' with a motion to defer
the matters to the 2015 Annual
Business Meeting.

RIBI ABM Standing Order 10a
and 13 were invoked. They allow
deferment of a matter of
business and also prevent the
matter being discussed. Just a
vote can be taken.

The vote (Pro:475, Con:123)
supported the intervention, even
though a vote in favour of item
14 would have cleared the
remainder of the meeting
agenda.

The meeting had started on
time at 2.30pm and finished at
5.50pm. We were all exhausted!




